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fanciful poems they were regarded by those con-
temporaries. Had they been regarded as auto-
biographical statements, yet more as impeachments
of Lady Rich, they would certainly have provided
the jealous and cruel husband with materials for the
discovery of facts that, if they were facts, are clearly
hinted at in the poems.

Another point should be mentioned. There are
many passages in " Astrophel and Stella " which, in
so far as they refer, even in fun or jest, to the mar-
ried " nymph " who, rich in all beauties of mind and
heart as well as of body, " hath no misfortune but
that Rich she is," are hardly in good taste when
judged by modern standards. But there was nothing
that could be considered in the least indelicate by
those who first read them, provided they were read
simply as inventions, designed to compliment in fic-
titious terms the lady whom, both before and after
marriage, Sidney elected to be his patroness in the
tilt-yard, for whom he evidently had honest liking,
and whose sufferings as a wife may well have aroused
in him tender sympathy and respectful homage. On
the other hand, had Lady Rich been to him the
object of a coarse passion, one on whom he desired to
force other miseries besides those which her husband
caused her, it is not credible that he would have gone
out of his way to insult her by name in verses for his
friends to make merry over. We must either acquit
him of any serious intent in his sonnets, or we must
accuse him of wantonly unchivalrous behaviour both
in shamelessly exposing his own weaknesses and in
meanly traducing the lady whom he affected to